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Warmer temperatures are melting sea ice and disrupting weather patterns around the world – tipping the world’s climate into an uncertain future. The effects of climate change are happening everywhere. Arctic and Antarctic ice is melting, leading to rising sea levels. Storms are becoming more powerful and happening more regularly, leaving destruction in their wake. Rainfall patterns are shifting, causing devastating droughts and floods. Severe heatwaves are causing suffering and death in communities worldwide. In drier, hotter conditions, wildfires rage out of control, threatening lives and reducing mighty forests to ash.
In the Pacific island nations, Central America, the Caribbean and southern US states such as Louisiana and Florida, hurricanes are increasingly severe and far more frequent, leading to loss of life, homes, harvests or entire farms.
In South and Southeast Asia, countries like Bangladesh, Myanmar and the Philippines face more and stronger cyclones or typhoons – which can destroy entire regions. It takes years to rebuild.
Climate change is causing more extreme weather in the UK such as heatwaves and storms. Increased heat in the atmosphere leads to more heavy rainfall and more frequent flooding, often impacting the same areas over and over again.
As temperatures rise, so will the risk of deadly heatwaves and destructive storms and flooding. If you’ve not experienced flooding in your own area, it might seem like climate change won’t really affect you. But in many parts of the UK, flood risk is going up dramatically.
Significant flooding could impact two or three million people across the country if temperatures reach 2ºC or 3ºC above pre-industrial levels, according to the Energy and Climate Intelligence Unit. Despite this, thousands of new homes are still being built within high risk flood zones, and thousands of flood defences are in poor condition.
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